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BYE-LAWS

uF TilE

FLETCIIER LODGE. No. 1O;{ I.

l.

Tu~; Lodge shall meet Oil the second WC\lnoHda.¥

ill cI'ery month, at the :l\Jasonic Rooms, ill :Now

hall ::1treet, Birmingham, at such hours a~ may
hp (!('cmed desirable by the \\'. ~L

IT.

The subscription to the Lodge shall he two

guineaHper annum, payable half-yearly in al!vance,
in the months of December and June.

Ill.
Any member being twelve months in aneal'

with his subscription shall be ineligible to ho!,1
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office in the Lo/ [ge or to vote on any lplAstion

before it; hut]w shall, in writing, be requestcd

to pay what may be due, aml in case of nOTl

compliance, his membership shall then be c1etrl'
mined.

IV.

Tlw feo for initiation shall be eight guineas;

which sh:l,ll include all dues to the Grand Lodge,

and Provincial Grand Lodge, and also the Grand

IJodge Certificate, with the 1\1.11. Apron when

raised to that degree. The joining fee shall be

one guinea.

v.

Any Member wishing to propose' a candidate',

shall send his name, occupation, and place of

abode, in \\Titing, to the 'V.M., who shall cause

inquiry to be made into the call1lic1,l,te's charactrl'

and qualification,; (see Constitutions, page 80), anLl

should nothing appear against him, he may then

be proposed at one Lodge, and balloted for at the

next regular Lodge, and shall then be declared

elected, unless one black hall appear against him,

and may be initiated at any subsequent meeting

the W.M:. may direct.
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VI.

Hl'et hren lllay Le elected honorary members by

a majority of three-fourths of the mem1JC'l's pre

sellt at any regular meeting, Lnt cannot be per

mitted to vote or hoM office in the Louge.

VII.

The "VIT.l\L, the Tl'eaSl\l'er, '\1\(1 the 1'yler shall

Le elected annually by ballot, on the regular lodg('

night in the month of K ovember j anu the instal

lation of the .\[aster, anL! the investiture of the

Officers, at the meeting in December.

VIII.

There shall be one festival annually, on the day

of installation j but refreshments may be provided

at. the uiscretion of the Master, after any lodge

meeting,

IX.

The Secretary shall receive the subscriptions

and other moneys, an(l shall immediately pay the

same over to the Treasurer j he shall take minutes

of all the pl'occrl1ings of the ],ol!g(', and fairly
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enter them in tIle [lroper luinute book; and shall

issne summonses to every member of tJle Lodge,
at least seven days previous to each meeting.

x.

The Treasurer shall make payments only hy

onler of the vV.M., or of the Lodge.

XI.

No money "hall be voted from the fumls of

the Lodge, for other than ordinary purposes,
without notice having been given at the previous
monthly meeting; except in cases of extreme

urgency, when it shall be imperative that notice
thereof appear in the circular.

XII.

An auelit Committee, consisting of the vV.M.,

the Pastl\laster, the two Warelens, and two other

members whom the Lodge may appoillt, shall be

heM annually, to examine the Treasurer's accounts.

XIII.

The Treasurer shall keep a correct account of

all moneys receiveu and paid by him; U11c1 shall
lay his accounts, regularly balanced, before the
],o<1gf'at par1l m{)nthl~·1l1epting.
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XIV.

Should the Officers of the Loclge be at any
time absent from their duties at the hour for

which the meeting has been convenell, they shall

each pay to the Secretary a Hne uf one shilling,

Illllef's they have previously intimated, in writing,
to the W.)L their inahility to aLiend.

xv.

Any brothvr ,,-ishing to resign his membershil'

shall givp notice, in ,,-riting, to the Secretary.

XVI.

All matters relating to the affairs of the I,oL1gl'

not provideu for in the bye-Jaws, 01' in the Ronk
nf Constitutions, shall be uecilled by a majori Ly

(~fvotes of members present.

XVII.

Any member refusing to abide 1y these 1yo
laws shall be forthwith excludeu from the Louge,
and intimation thereof given to the Granel

Lodge.
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X \7111.

These bye-laws ~hallllot he altered \\'ithollt a
month's special notice having been given to every

mem her of the Lodge of such changfl as may bp
intended.

Bignerl,

LEIGH.

F.G.M.

Octuber, 1 SG4.
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THE CHARGE,

~tIibtt"cb at tQc ~uitiRtion of rbcru :nrot~tr into Jrrt.rnmsonry.

BROTHER,

As you have now passed through the cCl'emoni(·s of
your initiation, allow me to congratulate yon on being
admitted a Member of our ancient, honourable Society:
ancient no doubt it i", a' having sub,istell fl'om time
immemorial; and hononrable it must be acknowledged
to bc, because by a natural tendency it conduces to make
all those honourable who are strictly obedient to its

precepts. Indecd, no institution can boast a more solidfoundation than that on which Freemasonry rests,-the
practicc of every moral and social virtue; ami to so high
an eminence has its credit been advanced, that in every
age Monarchs themselves have been promoters of the
al't; have not thought it del'ogatory from their dignity
to exchange thc sceptre for the trowcl; have patronizell
our mysteries amI joined our a"semblies. As" Mason, I
would first rccommend to your most ,eritOus contempla
tion the volume of the sacrecllaw, chfl,l'ging you to look to
it as the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to
regulatc your actions by the Divinc precepts it contains.
Therein ~'ou will be taught the impoltant uuties you
owe to God, to your neighboul', and to yourself. To
God, by never mentioning His lIame but with th"t awe
and leveL'ence which are due from the creature to his
Creator; by imploring his aid in all your lawful undcr
takings; flnd by looking up to him in every emergency
for <:omfort and support. '1'0 your neighbour, by acting
with him ou the squal'e; by I'en(leriug hinl every kind
otfice which justice or mercy Illay require; by relieving
his necessities and soothing his afflicLiolls; all,l by doing
unLo him as in similar eircumstances vou woultl "'ish he
bhouhl do unto you. And to yourscit; by sneh a I'l'll-

"
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dent and well-reguhted course of discipline as may be,t
conduce to the pre.ervation of your corporeal amI lIlen
tal faculties in their fullest energy, thereby enabling you
to exert the talents wherewith God has blesse(l you, a'
well to His glory as the welfarc of your fellow-creaturcs.

As a citizen of the world, T am next to enjoin you to
be excmplary in the discharge of your civil duties, by
never proposing, 01' at all countenancing, any act whieh
may have a ten(lency to subvert the !,eac~ and gooll
orller of society; by paying (lue obedienl)e to the Ja,ys
of any State which may for a time become the place of
YOUI' abolle, 01' afIord you its protection; and, ahove all,
1,y never lo.i ng sight of the allegiance due to the Sove
reign of yoUt" native land, ever rememberillg that nature
has impIantl'll in your breast a sa3red and indissoluble
attachment to that country from which yon del'i"ed your
birth and infant nurture.

As an iJl(li"iL!ual I am further to recommend the prac
tice of every domestic as well as public virtue. Let
Pmdence dircct you, Tempcrance chasten you, Fortitudc
support you, and .lnsticc l,e thc gui(le of all yonr actions.
Be espccially careful to maint"in in their fullest splen
dour those truly lI1asonie omaments which have all'eady
been amply illustrated,-Benevoleneeand Charity. Still,
however, as a Mason, there arc oLher excellencies of
character to wilieb your attention may be pecnliarly an,l
forcibly directed. Among the foremost of tJwse are
Secrecy, Fidelity, and Obedience. Secrecy may be said
to consist in an indolable ad herenee to the compacts
you have entered into, newr improperly to disclose any
of those .Masonic secrets which hm'e now been, or may
at any future time be entrnstetL to your keeping, am[
cautiously to avoid all occasions which might inadver
tently lead you so to do. YOUI' Fidelity must be exelll
plified by a close conformity to the constitutions (lf t1".
fraternity, by adlwring to the ancient land-mnrh of til"
order, by never attempting to extort or otherwise umlnly
to obtain the secrets of a superior degree, an(l 1>yrefrain
ing to l'eeommenll auy one to a participatioll of our
secrets, unless you have strollg grounds to belicve that,
by similnr fi,lelit?, he will ultimately reflect honour on
our choice, So mtl~t Yolll' Obedience be proYed by a
strict observance of our laws and regu[ation~, by prompt
attention to all si[(us and summonses, by modest and
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cOl'l'ect demeanour ,,'hilst in the Lodge, by abstaining
from every topic of religious or political discussion, by a
ready acquiescence in all votes and rr,solutions duly
passed by a majority of the Bl'ethren, and by perfect
submission to the Master and his 'Vardens whilst acting
in the discharge of their respective offices. And, as a
last general recommendation, let me exhort you to
dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to
becomc at once rc,pectable in your rank of life, uscful to
mankind, and an ornament to the Society of which you
have this day been admitted a Member; that you will
more especially devote a part of your leisure hours to the
stndy of such of the liberal arts and sciences as may be
within the compass of yom attaiument; and that with
ont neglecting the ordinary duties of yom ,tation, you
will feel yonl',elf called upon to make a daily advance
ment in Masonic knowledge.

From the \"cry commendable attention you appear to
have gi ven to this charge, 1am led to hope that you will
duly appreciate the excellencies of Freemasonry, and.
imprint inll,>libly on your miml the sacred dictates of
truth, of honol', and of virtue.

CHARGE,

~t "nilial;"n into tb' :;ttonb p'grrr.

Being advanced to the Second Degrec of the Order, we
congratulate you on your preferment. The interual and
not the external qualifications of a man are what Masol11'Y
regards: as you increase in knowledge you will consequently
improve in social intercomse. It is unnecessary to re
capitulate the duties, as a Mason, you are now bound to
discharge, or enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence
to them, as your own experience must ha"e established
their value. It may be suilieiellt to observe that yom
past behaviour and regular del,Ol'tment have merite,l the
hOllour which we have confcrred, and in your new eha
l'>wtCI' it is pXIwcte,1 tllat you will not only confol'm to
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the principles of tlle Order, but steadily prrsevere in tlle
pradice of el'ery commelHl.thle virtue, The study of the
liberal arts (that valuable hranch of eduration which
ten(18 SO eHectnally to polish and adorn the mind) is
eal'llestly reeommClJ(led to your consideration, espreiall)T
the science of GeonlPtry, \vhich i, establi,he,l as the basis
of our art, Geometry, 01' l\lasonry (originally synonymous
term~,) is of a divine amI moral nature, and enriched
with the most nseful knowledge; while it ]>rol'es the
wonderful properties of nature, it demonstrates the more
importaut tl'Uths of morality,

As the solemnities of our ceremonies require a serious
depoltment, you arc to be particulaL'ly attentive to your
behaviour iu our regular assen,blies; you are to preserve
our ancient usages and customs sacred and inviolable, and
induce others hy 'your example to hold them in due
vencration.

The laws and regulations of the Order you are strenu
ously to support ami maintain. You are not to ]laliate
or agravate the offences of your Brethren; but in the
decision of every tresl'ass against our rules, judge with
candour, admonish with friendship, and reprehend with
mercy.

As :t Craftsman in our priyate assemblies, you may
offer your sentiments and opinion, on such subjects as
are rrgularly introduced in the h-cture, under the sup<,r
intendence of an experienced ]\Iast"r, who \I'ill guard the
land-marks against encloaehment. By this privilege
you may improve your intellectual powers, 'lualify yom
srII' to hrcome an nseful member of society, and, like a
skilful Brothel', strive to excel in what is good amI great.

All rrgular sign!'. and summonses, given and received,
you are duly to honour and punctually obey, inasmuch
as they consist wi th our professed principles. lOU are
to encotl\'age induRtry amI reward merit; supply the
wants allllrclieve the nccessitie,s of Bretln'en and fellows
to the utmost of your power and ability; and on no
account to wrong them or see them wronged, but apprise
them of approaching danger, allCI \'iew their interests as
inseparable from your own, Such is the nature of YOUI'
engagements as a Craftsman, and these duties you are
now bonnd to obsel'l'e by the most sacred ties.
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CHARflE,

,:;\1 f~t ~nitiation into thr llriril Dtqrrt.

YOUI'zeal for the in"tituLion of Freemason]'y, the 1'1'0

gress which you hal'e malle in the art, and yonr C()lIfor
mity to the general regulations, ha\'e pointe<l you out as
a pmper object of our fal'our all,I esteem,

In the charaeter of a lIfaster Mason, you are henccforth
authorised to correct th" errors and irregularities of
Brethren and Fellows, allll guard them against a breach
of fidelity, To improve the morals and correct the man
ners of mcn in society must be your constant care; with
this yiew, therefore, you are always to recoIllmend to
inferiors, obedience and submission,-to superiors, kind
ness and condescension, U ni versaI benevolence you al'e
to illculcate, and, by the regularity ofyonr own bcllavionr,
afford the best example for the conduct of others, The
ancient land-marks of th~ Order, which are hilre entrusted
to your care, you are to presen'e sacred and inviolable,
anll never snffer an infrill"ement of our rites, or a devia
tion from established usaw, and custom. Dnty, honour,
and gratitu<!e, now hind you to be f'lithfuI to el'ery trust,
to snpport with becoming dignity yonr new character,
and to enforce, by example and precept, the tenets of the
system,
. Let no moti,'e, therefore, make you SlVel'l"efrom your

duty,. violate your vows, or betray your tnbt ; bnt oe true
and faithful, and imitate the example of that cclebr,tted
artist, whom you have once represented, By this exem·
plary cOllllnct, you will cOlll'ince the world that merit
has been the title to OUI' privileges, and that on you our
fa\'ours hal'e not been undeserved!y bestowed,-lll1tsl1"(~·
lions of Freemasonry, by W. PltESTON, P.M.
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T" BE HElfEARSEIl AT ";'In; CLOSeS!} UF THE LODGE,

When the Lodge is closeu, you are to enjoy yourselns
with innocent mirth, and carefully to avoid excess. YOIl
"rc not to compel any Brother to act cOlltrary to his in
,'lination, or givc offencc by word or decd. bnt cnjoy 11

frec amI easy conversation. You are to avoid immoral or
ob,cene discourse, ancl at all times snl,port with propriety
the dignity of yout' character.

YOIl arc to be cautions in your words and carriag!>,
that the most pcnetrating stranger lllay not discover Iyhat
is not proper to be intimated, and, if necessary, you arc
to waive thc discolll'se, and manage it prudently for tll<'
honol1l' of the Fraternity.

At home and in Y0ll)' several neighbourJlOods, you are
to hehal'e as wise and moral men, you arc never to com
1I1111licaLeto your families, friends, or aC'luaintances, th,'
private transactions of om Iliflcrent assemblic8, but, on
,'I'('ry oceasion, consult your own honour, and the reputa
tion of the Fraternity at large.

You arc to stuuy the preservation of hcalth, by avoid
ing irregularity and intemperance, that your families
lIlay not be ne,2'lccted ancl injnred, or yourselves be
Ilisa bled from attending to your nccessary employments
ill life.

1r a stranger appl.I' in the character of a Mason, you
arc cautiously to examill" him in snch a metholl a,
prudence may direct, and agreeably to thc forms esta
hlished amoug .Masons, that you may not he impose,l
upon by au ignorant false pretendcr, wJ)'ll1\ YOIl arc to
rejcct with contcmp~, and bell'are (,f gi\'ing him any
.;eeret hints of knowledge. But if YOIlJiscol'cr him to be
,t true and genuine brother YOIlare to respect him; if he
be in want, yon are without l'rejudiee to relieve him, or
dircct him how he may be relieved; YOIl are to employ
him, or recommend him to employment; however, yon
,'l',' neyrt' charged to do ueyon,l your ability, only to
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prefer a poor Mason, who is a good man and true, bl'fore
an.\' other person in the same circumstances.

Finally, these rules you are to observe and enforce,
'lIld also the duties which have been communicated in
the Ll'cture, cultivating brotherly love, the foundation
and copestone, the cement and glory of this alleieJlt
Fraternity; a\'oiding on every occasion, wrangling and
'luarrelling, slandering and backbiting; not permitting
others to slander honest Brethren, but defending their
characters, and tIoing them good offices, so far as may hr
"onsistent with your honour ami safety, but no farther.
Hence aU may sce the benign influence of Masonry, :IS all
true Jlfasons ha\'e done from the beginniug of the \yol'1d,
,md will do to the end of time. So must it br.

~1~)~.
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'rifE ENTERED APP}{ENTICE'S SOKG

Br BHO'l'HER ~[ATHEW BIRKUJUD.

COllle, let us prepare,
We Brothers that are

Assembled on merry occasion;
Let's drink, laugh, and sing;
Our 'Vino has a spring:

Here's a health to an Acceptc(l Maslllt.

The 'World is in pain
Our secrets to gain;

And still let them wonder and gaze on.
Till they're shown the Light
They'll nc'cr know the right

'Vord or sign of an A('('cpted 1\1ason.

'Tis This and 'tis JI'hat,
They cannot tell 'Vhat,

Why so many Gn,t:;AT ME~ of the Nation
Should 1\ prons put on,
To make themselves onc

With a Free and an Accepted ~[ason.

Great KI)JOS, DUKES, and LoRDS
]J:lYe laid by tllf'il' Swords,

Our :My~t'ry to put a good Grace Oil,
.And Ho'or 1>crl1 :lsham'jl
fro hear thrmselves named

'Vith n Free 111HI all Arcepted ?lJ:H10n.

Antiquity's Pl'idc
We ha,'c on our ~ide)

AId it mnketh men just in their station:
']'hore'8 nought but what's good
rro be ulIderstood

By a Free and an Accepted 1\(ason.

'Ve're trucanrl sincere,
And just to the Fair:

They'll trust us Oil nny occasion:
No mortal can more
The Ladies adore

Than a Free anrl an .\ccepted Mason.
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'filcH join Ifand in Haml,
By c:lc"h other firm stand:

I.t'1':, he 1Ilf'1T~', :1nd put Cl.hright Fare nil:
""!lilt lllOl't,ll can hoast
Ho XtlBI.E A TOAbT

;\~ 11FI't'f' and [In A('C'cptcd )Iason?

('HAHOEi'l,

That exc'cHent key, a Freemason's rI'onguc, which should speak

as well of a BJ'otlH'l' whell absent as present; and if unfortunately

that C;;llI11ot be done \vith honour and propriety, let us [Hlopt that

excellent vil'tue of the Craft, which is Silence.

1'he heart that conceals, and tile tongue that novel' improperly

rC\'cals any or either of the secrets or mysteries of or belongin~ to
Free and ACl'el)ted Masons in 1\Iasonry.

:May Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, ill eOIl.Jutlrtion with

1'emperancc, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice, e\'er actuate our
minds, and guard our passions; the threegrtlnd principles, and four
cardinal virtues.

May Virtue, Honour, and 1fercy, ever be the di~tingt1iHhing

chara('teri~tirs of c,·cry Free and Accepted )Iason.

:\1ay tile fragrance of Virtue, like the sprif{ of Af'aria. hloom

n\"('1'thr gr:l\"f' of f',·('r~· rle('pa~{'(l bl'oth~r.
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To him who did the Temple rear,

'Vho li\"edand died within the 8-,
And now lies buried none know where,
But we who )1-- Masonsarc.

To all poor and distressed Masons, wherever scattered oycrthc

face of earth and nature, wishing them a speedy relief from their
misfortunes, and a safe return to their nath'e eountry if they require

it. To all poor and distressed Masons.
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